SR THID ! Let's English

Thank You, Asol Mark Frey

Three years, nine school terms, and many smiles later, I find my time in Aso

is coming to an end. ALTSs such as myself who belong to the JET Programme
may work for no more than three years in a single town. My three years come
to an end this July. Leaving Ichinomiya is something I feel very sad about. How
else can someone feel when he has received so much kindness from so many for
so long?

Thanks to everyone’s goodwill, I take back to America a veritable lifetime of good
memories from Aso. Chatting late into the night with the Ichinomiya eikaiwa members.

Spending many happy hours above Mori-sensei’s doll shop learning how to wear hakama-haori with her lovely
students. Dancing and playing taiko with two of the most energetic taiko teachers in all of Japan, Ishida-sensei
and Miyabe-sensei. Hiking in the woods of Aso. Enjoying good food and drink with Board of Education members,
teachers, parents, and friends.

But above all, enjoying every day together with the students of Ichinomiya. They are very different from
students in other places, you know. They have more energy and goodwill than any students I've ever met. It
will be hardest to leave them. At each school in Ichinomiya, I leave a piece of my heart.

I owe a special debt of gratitude to the Board of Education and the teachers of Ichinomiya, who helped me the
whole way. To them, and everyone in Ichinomiya, Aso Town, and Namino, thank you. I don’t really have the

words I need to say what it’s meant to me to live with you for the past three years. Let me say, simply: I was
happy here. (Special thanks to Nagai-sensei of Ichinomiya J.H.S. for translating all of my articles.)
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