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Hi there!

My name is Jaynie Iwaki. I have been living here in Ichinomiya, Aso city for
three years.

I'm 31 years old and come from Richmond, North Yorkshire in England.
Richmond is a small town with old stone paved streets and a large castle which
was built in 1071. Since September 2004.I have been teaching English to Junior
High School, Elementary School and Kinder garden students in Namino. This is a
truelly rewarding job, watching the students grow and hearing there English
improve. My hobbies are beads and sewing. I also enjoy teaching adults Aerobics and
learning Kickboxing in Aso city. I'm not sure how much you know about England?
But we have a lot in common with Japan. Both countries are Islands and have long and deep
histories.

This spring for the first time, both the Junior High School and Elementary School in Namino held their sports
day together. It was a warm and sunny day and was my first time to watch the Junior High School students in
action! It was very different to the Sports days I remember from my school days. There was a real feeling of
‘being united” and doing your best. Not just for the ‘Red” or “White” team you were in. But also to make sure
Namino had a great day. In England our sports day is made up of track and field races such as running races
and the high jump and long jump. The sports day here wasn’t only running, it was gymnastics and dancing
with parents also taking an active role. Everyone worked together to see which team was the strongest for the
Tsuna hiki. The Junior High School students did kumi taiso, which was amazing. And the Elementary School
students did various dances. This was when I was transformed into ‘Matsuken Jaynie” along with ‘Matsuken
Kocho Sensei” to dance the NAMI KEN SAMBA! with the 1st, 2nd and 3rd graders. It was so much fun and
watching the students turn into great little dancers was an experience I will never forget.

I have been very lucky to move to Aso city with my husband and make some good friends. People have been
very friendly and welcoming even though my Japanese isn’t so good! I look forward to seeing you around Aso
and making more friends! Jaynie.
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