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A 2nd Winter Season in Aso

I was used to the whole house being heated
almost all the time during the winters in America.
I can’t remember ever turning off the heat before
leaving my house, unless I was planning on going
somewhere else for more than a day or so. The
whole house was heated by one heater, so I never
had experienced a cold bathroom in the mornings.
There seem many differences that I wasn’t sure
how to deal with in my first winter here in Japan.

Perhaps one of the biggest differences for me
this winter was staying here in Kumamoto for
Christmas and Oshogatsu. I'm sure that my family
missed me during Christmas, but I was made to
feel very welcome here in Aso! For New Year’s
holiday I was fortunate enough to be treated to a
delicious dinner at my neighbor’s house. Thank
you VERY much! I also managed to visit
Odoriyama shrine and Aso shrine in that same
night. It was wonderful to see everyone out and
in a cheerful mood. Altogether, the experience of
Oshogatsu here in Aso made me feel very
fortunate to live and work here.

I do find it important to stay active and play with
the students at the schools I teach at to keep

from getting lazy. It’s also a good time to make
friends with the kids. I really enjoy the time

I spend with them both at and after school.

I hope everyone else enjoys the unique

pleasures, challenges, and special comforts of the
winter season here. Please take care and stay
warm!

John Underwood
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