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Through the flames — rebirth
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Through countless centuries,
the grasslands of Aso have been systematically burned
to maintain their overall health.

Locals know spring is near when the red flames begin to run across the slopes of Aso.

This transformation from black, charred earth to verdant fields is
how Aso welcomes in the new spring season.
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This is the traditional noyaki style of controlled
burning. At the end of summer, paths through
the grass are cut to prevent the fire from
spreading to unwanted areas. Noyaki keeps
the grasslands from turning into forests by
burning away saplings, thereby encouraging
growth of grasses for livestock to eat. It is the
hard work of people that has protected these
grasslands over the centuries.
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